STRUGGLE   FOR   INDEPENDENCE

sists upon a clear Yes or No, an affirmation of support or
of disapproval, a distinct declaration of tsl am for
Luther or I am for the pope." The town of Louvain,
where he now lived, made it difficult for him to secure
the peace he so greatly desired; and whereas Reforma-
tion Germany blamed him for his Laodicean attitude
towards Luther's teaching, the Catholic faculty of
Louvain nicknamed him the promoter of the ''Luther
plague." The students, always champions of extremism,
whether reactionary or revolutionary, made violent
demonstrations against Erasmus, overturning his chair
at the university; meanwhile, from every pulpit in the
town, the priests fulminated against him, and his erst-
while comrade Aleander, the papal legate, was hard put
to it to bring this public condemnation to a close.
Courage, as I have said before, was not one of Erasmus's
virtues; he chose, therefore, to flee the city rather than
to fight the issue. Just as in earlier days he had fled from
the Black Death, so now did he flee from the hatred of
the city where for many years he had carried on his
labours. The old nomad packed his few belongings, and
started on his migrations once more. "I shall have to be
careful not to let the Germans, who act as though they
were possessed by the devil, tear me to pieces before I
have shaken the dust of their empire off my feet." It has
almost invariably been the lot of those who wish to keep
outside the confines of partisanship to be driven into the
medley.

Henceforward, Erasmus refused to live in any pro-
nouncedly Catholic town or in one that had gone over to
the side of the Reformation; his appropriate place was on
neutral ground. He went to that perennial asylum of
every independent spirit: Switzerland. For many years
he stayed in Basle, the very heart of Europe, a quiet,
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